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CITY OF LIFE ORGANIZATION 

NAMES FIVE NEW BOARD MEMBERS

  

ORLANDO, FL – (March xx, 2008) –  The City of Life non-profit organization names five new board members – Kari Conley, APR, Director of Community Relations and OMYF for the Orlando Magic; Jim Cross, Co-owner and Managing Partner with Cross, Fernandez and Riley, LLP;  Cinda Mersel, President and owner of the Mersel Insurance Agency; and Jan Stratton, Vice President of Community and Diversity Relations for Universal Orlando and Vice President of the Universal Foundation. 

Kari Conley serves as the Director of Community and Government Relations for the Orlando Magic and has worked there for eight seasons. In this role, she oversees the strategic direction for player initiatives and their personal foundations, the Orlando Magic Youth Foundation (OMYF) and all aspects of school, community and league-wide programs, including the Magic Volunteer Program (MVP) and NBA Cares. Conley is passionate about children’s causes and contributes to the community through board membership on City of Life Foundation, Ronald McDonald House Charities and the Children’s Home Society of Central Florida. She and her husband Chad have two children, Carson and Camryn. 
Jim Cross joined Cross, Fernandez and Riley, LLP (C/F/R) in 2005.  Immediately upon his arrival, he fulfilled the roles of co-owner and Managing Partner of the firm.  With more than 35 years of experience, his expertise is an invaluable asset to individuals and growing businesses.  Cross specializes in working with manufacturing, distribution, and software development companies, as well as not-for-profit organizations.  Cross concentrates on maximizing value for his clients and is skilled in assisting with mergers and acquisitions, establishing public companies, and helping public companies go private. Cross’ personal mission statement is “In my experience, honesty and innovation are the keys to helping clients arrive at their financial goals.  By keeping their interests in sight at all times, our professional team is able to produce positive results and continue to position our clients for future success.”  

Cinda Mersel is the President and owner of Mersel Insurance Agency, in Orlando, Florida. This is a mid-size,  multi line agency writing home, auto, business, life and retirement offerings. Prior to this endeavor, she was in management representing multi-billion dollar insurance companies in management, marketing, sales and risk management. She is a graduate of Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. She also holds insurance designations of Certified Insurance Counselor, Life Underwriting Training Council Fellow, and is in progress for her ARM and LILI designations. Mersel is actively involved in the community and sits on the boards of City of Life Foundation, Second Chance Foundation and Trustco Bank, Florida Advisory Board. She teaches sewing to high-school students at Edgewater High-school. She is a member of Town & Gown and Winter Park Chamber of Commerce. 
Mary Perez has worked for OUC – The Reliable One for 26 years. She is the Manager of Office Services and responsible for Document and Graphic Design, including: Typesetting, Web Design, the Print Shop, and Mail Room.  Perez’ background encompasses more than thirty years experience in the Office Automation Profession, which includes the supervision and implementation of software development. She instructs employees at Orlando Utilities Commission on a monthly basis on all Microsoft office applications - beginning, intermediate and advanced including Microsoft Project and Outlook. Perez has been an adjunct instructor since 1998 at Valencia Community College, where she teaches many software applications including: Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, FrontPage, Outlook, Dreamweaver, Windows, and Adobe Acrobat.  She also has experience in local area networks, commercial printing, database entry and design, software support and software training. She has been on Lakeside Behavioral Healthcare Foundation Board for the past six years, Second Chance Foundation Board and now joins the City of Life Board. She has one daughter (Amanda) and two grandchildren, Ashley 11 and Deandre 9.  

Jan Stratton is Vice President of Community & Diversity Relations for the Universal Orlando Resort. In this role, Stratton is responsible for all of the philanthropic giving of the company, strategic planning, corporate imaging, executive involvement, Minority Relations, Minority Business Affairs, the Employee Volunteer Program, and the Workplace Giving Program.  Stratton also serves as Vice President of the Universal Orlando Foundation and is responsible for overseeing Foundation management and related fund-raising activities. Stratton serves on the following boards/committees: Give Kids the World (Past Chair), The Alliance for Minority and Women Owned Business (Past Chair), Valencia Community College Foundation, Orlando Regional Healthcare Foundation, African American Chamber of Commerce, Mayor’s fundraising task force for Orlando’s children, Mayor's Women's Leadership Summit (Co-Chair), Citrus Club Board of Governors (Past Chair), Florida’s Independent Living Advisory Council, Corporate Philanthropic Roundtable at Boston College, Association of Corporate Contributions Professionals, Florida's Guardian Ad Litem Advisory Council, City of Life Foundation, and Orlando Children's Trust Committee. 

About the City of Life Foundation

The City of Life Foundation was founded in 2004 to provide foster youth with tools, opportunity and a chance. The City of Life is a 501(c)3 corporation made up of a volunteer board and one full-time employee interested in making a positive difference in the lives of young people, especially foster youth, age 16 and older as they make transition to adulthood. The Foundation works with existing community resources to build self-sustaining programs that provides jobs and structure for at-risk youth with a particular focus on foster care youth who “age out” of the system. 

Other board members include:
Allan Chernoff, Executive Director; Gerard Glynn, President; Mary DeMetree, Founder; Virginia Goren, Vice President; Patrick Buffa, Vice-President; Kyle Miller, Secretary; Thomas B. Phillips III, Treasurer; Joe Mantilla; Joe Kilsheimer; Jesenia Brown. 
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