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City of Life to present community-wide plan for

 foster youth aging out of foster-care system
Without parents, kids in foster care often are left to their own devices as they approach 18 and transition out of the foster care system. Eighteen months ago, the City of Life Foundation convened a panel of social service professionals and community activists to develop a strategic plan that will guide the “aging-out” process for youth throughout Metro Orlando. United States Senator Mel Martinez, a former foster youth, will deliver a keynote speech at the unveiling of the plan on Monday, Nov. 12.
ORLANDO, FL – (November 9, 2007) – The City of Life Foundation on Monday, Nov. 12 will present a Report to the Community detailing a new community-wide strategic plan that will guide the process for helping foster youth in Metro Orlando transition out of foster care.

The report will be presented at the downtown Orlando Marriott Hotel, 400 West Livingston Street at 10:30 a.m. Florida Senator Mel Martinez, a former foster youth, will present a keynote speech about the plan.
The 12-point strategic plan lays out a comprehensive series of goals and objectives for the various institutions and social service agencies that serve foster youth in Metro Orlando. The plan assigns coordinating responsibilities to various agencies and individuals and lays out a time line for accomplishing objectives.

 “In Metro Orlando for many years, we’ve had a lot people and a lot of agencies all attempt to provide services to foster youth, but they all came at the issue from their various perspective. And absent any coordinated effort among these institutions, we’ve seen foster youth fall through the cracks,” said Gerry Glynn, president of the City of Life Foundation and a Barry University law professor specializing in juvenile justice issues.
“With a community-wide strategic plan in place, we for the first time now have a 
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system in place for the entire Metro Orlando area that institutes measures of accountability – so that we can be sure we are making a difference in the lives of foster youth,” Glynn added.

It is estimated that approximately 150 young people in foster care turn 18 every year in Orlando. Moreover, at any one time, there are in Metro Orlando approximately 1,000 foster youth – or former foster youth – who are between the ages of 13 and 19.

Young people in foster care face many obstacles as they approach 18 and reach the age of majority. For example, most have no car and no driver’s license because they have no adult co-signor willing to assume responsibility. Many have no job and an unfinished education. With few connections to responsible adults that take a personal interest, many foster kids lack the skills necessary to be successful adults. And when foster youth turn 18, they are considered adults under Florida law.
“Among kids who come out of foster care, homelessness is a serious problem,” Glynn said. “Getting a job for many of these kids is tougher because they don’t have the education or the work skills to be successful. As a community, it’s up to us to invest a little bit in tackling these issues with foster kids now; otherwise we could be spending a lot more later on in other parts of the social service system.”
“Investing early in our foster care youth who may potentially age out while in the child welfare system is vital to their success,” said Greg Kurth, Chief Executive Officer of Family Services of Metro Orlando. As head of the agency that serves foster youth in Metro Orlando, Kurth played a key role in helping to develop the strategic plan.”

 “Most of our children have entered the child welfare system through no fault of their own, and given a supportive environment they have the potential to flourish as adults,” Kurth said. “It is our hope that with the help of the City of Life Foundation and other local agencies, we can offer the support and assistance necessary to guide these youth as they approach adulthood.”

 
 About the City of Life Foundation

The City of Life Foundation was founded in 2004 to provide foster youth with tools, opportunity and a chance. The City of Life s a 501(c)3 corporation made up of a volunteer board and one full-time employee interested in making a positive difference in the lives of young people, especially foster youth, age 16 and older as they make transition to adulthood. The Foundation works with existing community resources to build self-sustaining programs that provides jobs and structure for at-risk youth with a particular focus on foster care youth who “age out” of the system. 
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