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City of Life 4th annual education fair helps 

foster youth choose a direction for life
Without parents, kids in foster care often are left to their own devices when it comes to picking a career or a way forward in education. For the fourth year in a row, the City of Life Foundation has organized an Education Fair, designed to create expose foster youth in Central Florida to the opportunities available to them.
ORLANDO, FL – (October 25, 2007) – The City of Life Foundation will hold its 4th  annual Education Fair on October 26 in a daylong event designed to acquaint Central Florida foster youth with the education and training opportunities available to them. More than 125 foster youth from Orange, Seminole and Osceola counties are expected to attend.
The City of Life Education Fair is being presented the City of Life Foundation in partnership with Family Services of Metro Orlando, the Community Service Center and Orlando Tech. Corporate sponsors who have contributed to make the Education Fair possible include Rosen Hotels and Publix.  Rosen, for example, is providing more than 200 lunches for the youth and organizers of the education fair.
Participating schools on hand to offer information to foster youth include:

· Bethune Cookman College

· Rollins College

· Valencia Community College

· University of Central Florida and the UCF Direct Connect Program.
· Orlando Tech
This year’s event will be held at Orlando Tech, 301 West Amelia Street in downtown Orlando. Orlando Tech is one of four technical training centers operated by Orange County Public Schools. 

 “Our experience with foster youth is that they need guidance when it comes to making important decisions in their lives,” said Gerry Glynn, president of the City of 
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Life Foundation. “We are extremely pleased that so many educational institutions are stepping forward to help this at-risk group of kids.”

“So many of our young people in the foster care system today simply have no idea what they want to do in life, even as they approach the age of 18,” Glynn added. “That’s not unusual for most 18-year-olds; they can live with their parents for a little while. But kids in foster care are forced to become self-supporting when they reach 18. What we’re trying to do is show them where the resources are and what tools exist so that they can make their own choices in terms of pursuing an education.”

The event begins at 9 a.m. 

 About the City of Life Foundation

The City of Life Foundation was founded in 2004 to provide foster youth with tools, opportunity and a chance. The City of Life s a 501(c)3 corporation made up of a volunteer board and one full-time employee interested in making a positive difference in the lives of young people, especially foster youth, age 16 and older as they make transition to adulthood. The Foundation works with existing community resources to build a self-sustaining program that provides jobs and structure for at-risk youth with a particular focus on foster care youth that “age out” of the system. 
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